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With fair regularity for the past number of years, we have made a call for the Pennsylvania Legislature to finally join the rest of the nation in outlawing live pigeon shoots. 
We have made this call, always couching the terms in the plain statement that we are and have always been supportive of hunters, trappers and other followers of outdoors blood sports, and our support for them does not waver. 
However, there is no argument to be made for the continuation of live pigeon shoots. There hasn't been for many years, and it is an embarrassment that Pennsylvania remains the only state to not join in a full ban. How can an argument be made for an activity that is already illegal in such hunting-rich states as Texas, Colorado, Montana? It can't. 
Unfortunately, we have spent most past years lamenting that the Legislature has never moved on an existing bill. Our after-the-fact griping points out a failure of our legislators, but it doesn't solve the issue of the bill not being passed. 

This year, those who have been long awaiting the coming of this law have far greater hope. And we are in the position of focusing on something positive and strongly encouraging its continuation. 
Senate Bill 626 would, among other things, outlaw pigeon shoots in the commonwealth. 
And recently, for the first time in a decade, a bill - this bill - to place the ban has been voted out of committee. The Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee voted 11 to 3 to send the bill along to the full Senate. That's progress, but we're not home yet. 
The legislation is sponsored by Sen. Pat Browne, whose district includes portions of Lehigh, Northampton and Monroe counties, and we credit him for his efforts, present and past, to get the legislation passed. 
There's no good reason that this legislation can't be passed. From a political standpoint, since the bill is sponsored by a Republican, there's no need for it to get hung up in deliberations by the full Senate. Had Browne been a Democrat, we'd be far more concerned. 
Likewise, with a Republican majority in the House, we can't see why similar legislation can't be moved forward in that body, ultimately landing on the desk of Gov. Tom Corbett. And further, we can't see why the governor would buck legislation forwarded by his own party. 
Supporters of the legislation beyond the political arena include such disparate groups as the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical Association, as well as various humane societies and organizations. For what it's worth, add this newspaper to that list. 
We've already clearly stated that the proposal makes sense from a moral perspective; with political impetus behind it, this should be the year - at long last - that pigeon shoots are officially relegated to the "bad old days" - exactly where they've belonged for quite some time. 
Let's get this done. We don't want to come back to this space in a few months lambasting the Legislature for missing its most sporting chance in a decade to end a senseless, needlessly cruel and decidedly nonsporting activity.
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With fair regularity for the past number of years, we have made a call for the Pennsylvania Legislature to finally join the rest of the nation in outlawing live pigeon shoots. 

We have made this call, always couching the terms in the plain statement that we are and have always been supportive of hunters, trappers and other followers of outdoors blood sports, and our support for them does not waver. 

However, there is no argument to be made for the continuation of live pigeon shoots. There hasn't been for many years, and it is an embarrassment that Pennsylvania remains the only state to not join in a full ban. How can an argument be made for an activity that is already illegal in such hunting-rich states as Texas, Colorado, Montana? It can't. 

Unfortunately, we have spent most past years lamenting that the Legislature has never moved on an existing bill. Our after-the-fact griping points out a failure of our legislators, but it doesn't solve the issue of the bill not being passed. 

This year, those who have been long awaiting the coming of this law have far greater hope. And we are in the position of focusing on something positive and strongly encouraging its continuation. 

Senate Bill 626 would, among other things, outlaw pigeon shoots in the commonwealth. 

And recently, for the first time in a decade, a bill - this bill - to place the ban has been voted out of committee. The Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee voted 11 to 3 to send the bill along to the full Senate. That's progress, but we're not home yet. 

The legislation is sponsored by Sen. Pat Browne, whose district includes portions of Lehigh, Northampton and Monroe counties, and we credit him for his efforts, present and past, to get the legislation passed. 

There's no good reason that this legislation can't be passed. From a political standpoint, since the bill is sponsored by a Republican, there's no need for it to get hung up in deliberations by the full Senate. Had Browne been a Democrat, we'd be far more concerned. 

Likewise, with a Republican majority in the House, we can't see why similar legislation can't be moved forward in that body, ultimately landing on the desk of Gov. Tom Corbett. And further, we can't see why the governor would buck legislation forwarded by his own party. 

Supporters of the legislation beyond the political arena include such disparate groups as the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical Association, as well as various humane societies and organizations. For what it's worth, add this newspaper to that list. 

We've already clearly stated that the proposal makes sense from a moral perspective; with political impetus behind it, this should be the year - at long last - that pigeon shoots are officially relegated to the "bad old days" - exactly where they've belonged for quite some time. 
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